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REMOVAL OF THE CIVIL DISABILITIES OF THE | 
JEWS, AS FAR AS RELATES TO MUNICIPAL 
OFFICES. 
Tue passing of this measure will take no one by surprise. From | 
the moment that it was taken under the patronage of the ministry, || 


who are known to be all powerful, not only in the Commons 


House of Parliament, but (what is of infinitely more conse- 
quence with regard to any_measure, the object of which is to 


maintain the principle of religious liberty) in the House of Peers, 


the suecess of the bill was placed beyond the possibility of a doubt. 


We were not, however, prepared for the great disparity of nim- 


bers between the ‘* Aves” and “Noes” on the second reading of. 


the bill in the lower a on Thursday last. The progress of 
the measure having fen unavoidably postponed to a late period 
in the session, when a large body of members, preferring the 


delights of the country to dog-day legislation, had left town, we 


merely calculated upon a respectable majority, and no more, 


convinced as we were, that the honourable member for the Uni-— 
versity of Oxford would beat up for recruits, wherever they were 


to be found, in order to obstruct the passing of the bill. It de- 


lights us, however, to find, that notwithstanding Sir Robert Inglis 


Was supported in his opposition by Messrs. Plumtre, Pringle, 


and all who remain of that class of senatorial curiosities, Kleven 


members out of a chamber of six hundred and fifty-eight, were 
ill that could be found to say ‘‘ No,” to the second reading of 
Our readers are by no means strangers to our opinions, so 
"nequivocally expressed at the period of the introduction of this 


Measure into the House of Lords, that the relief proposed to be 


Branted by the Municipal Bill, was miserably short of what 
our Jewish brethren had a right to claim, and ought to receive. 
ough we were disposed to look favourably upon any concession 
made by that influential party who had invariably stood up against 
* extension of religious freedom, yet we could not bring our- 
in to consider any ground gained by a Jew being permitted to 
sche: ° Common Councilman, or even as an Alderman, who, in 
of Hu: exclusive laws, had been invested with the appointments 
rth Sheriff and Deputy Lieutenant. And whilst we see no 
no oy . change the opinion we then ventured to express, we feel 
which h gratification in. acknowledging that the circumstances 
ave attended the progress of the bill at each of its several 


M. 5605.—Jury 25, 1845. 


2d., Stamped 3d. 


stages, are such as to fill us with confidence and hope, because 


we clearly perceive from the temper of the present times, and 


from the great progress which the Jewish question has made in 


the public mind of late, that it requires nothing but union amongst 


the Jews themselves, to secure the full measure of their rights on 


the very next occasion when they urge their claims on the atten- 


tion of the legislature. We ground our hopes, not only upon the 


large majority by which the present bill has passed the House of 


Commons—for it went through the House of Peers without a | 
division—but also on the expressions which it called forth 
every speaker deserving the name of a statesman, in both Houses _ 
of Parliament. Of the speeches of the Lord Chancellor, Lords | 


Brougham, Campbell, Lansdowne, Monteagle, and of His Royal 


Highness the Duke of Cambridge, when the bill was in the Upper 
| House, we expressed our cordial approbation in a former 
number ; and our delight has been considerably increased by what 
transpired in the House of Commons on the second reading. On 
moving that the bill be read a second time, Sir Robert Peel _ 


observed :— 


Tn Portsmouth I believe a Jew isa member of the corporation, because 
the ruling authorities of that corporate body have not required the taking 
of the declaration on his admission to office. In Birmingham and South- 
ampton, Jews are also members of the corporation ; consequently the law 
itself appears uncertain, at least it was uncertain till finally ruled by the 
eourt of appeal. The object of the present bill, therefore, is to introcuce a 
uniform practice, and to remove by law the impediments to a Jew holding 
a municipal offiee, which the corporation may now at their discretion 


impose. How does the law stand at the present moment with respect to_ 


functions not dissimilar to those of municipal offices’? With respect to that 


of county magistrate, there is no legal impediment to ita being held by a — 


Jew. With respect to still higher offices, that of deputy-lieutenant of a 


county, there is no practical difficulty in the way of a Jew holding that — 
office. Within the last three or four years that office has been held by 


Jews; one of the Rothschilds and Sir Moses Montefiore have been 
deputy- lieutenants ; Sir M, Montefiore was appointed by the Duke of 
Wellington a magistrate of the Cinque Ports; in the county of Surrey 
Mr. Cohen is a magistrate; consequently, the law presents no impediment to 
Jews holding these offices. With respect to the office of sheriff of a county, 
the immediate representative of the sovereign, the highest office in the 
county next to the lord-lieutenant, the Jew is eligible by law to All it; nay, 
more, a Jew is compelled to serve the office, He is not enabled to make an 


excuse relieving himself of the duties of the sometimes n»vtoriously ¢Xpen.— 
sive functions of sheriff. The judges return the name of the Jew to 


the Privy Council; the Privy Council certifies the return to Her Ma- 
jesty ; and, generally, Her Majesty approves the appointment of the 
gentleman whose name stands first on the list. W thin the last two or 
three years, Her Majesty’s prerogative has been exercised in favour of the 
appointment of a Jew to the office of sheriff of a county; not only is the 
Jew appointed, but his attempt to excuse himself on account of private avo- 
cations is rejected ; you impose on the Jew, therefore, the burden of accep- 


tance of that office. There is no doubt a Jew is eligible under the operation — 


of the Indemnity Act, to serve as sheriff of a county, but there was some 
doubt whether be was eligible to serve as sheriff of the county Of @ ci'y. 
What was the eourse the Parliament pursued on that doubt? Mr. Salomons 
was elected sheriff of Middlesex, but there was a doubt whetber or pot the 
declaration ouglt not to be made either previous to, or upon acceptance of 
office. In the year 1835, Parliament altered the law in that respect, e@x- 
pressly exempting the office of sheriff from the act of 1828. and permitting 


its duties to be performed without making the declaration, giving a period. 


of 81x months from the time of taking office for making it. Mr. Salomons 
discharged the duties of sheriff of Middiesex in a manner that gained bim 
the respect and confidence of bis fellow citizens, and he beceme a candidate 
for the office of alderman: by their choice he was elected, and them this 
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impediment arising out of the statute took effect, and he was excluded from 
the office of alderman, because he objected to make the declaration previous 
to, or on acceptance of the office. I submit to the house, that this statement 
of facts alone is almost sufficient to justify this measure, .......0-eeeeeee 


“| think the names of Sir Moses Montefiore and the other gentlemen who > 


signed the petition alone should induce the house to feel favourably towards 
the measure, which they, representing the great body of Jews, state will be 
acceptable tothem. Considering what the benevolence of that body is, a 
benevolence not restricted by narrow or sectarian views—looking at their 


patronage of art, and the rewards and distinctions they have gained when | 


they have entered on an honourable career of academical study in the Uni- 
versity of London—looking at the several claims of the Jews to a favourable 
contemplation of their case, I feel a personal gratification in proposing a 
measure which will give them unrestricted admission to municipal offices, 


and at the same time be acceptable to the feelings of this great and powerful 
portion of our fellow subjects.” | 


The parliamentary reports of Sir Robert Peel’s speech on the 
occasion, as furnished by the daily papers, make one omission, 
however, which we greatly deplore, because it seemed to hold out 
something like a prospect that he would not be disinclined to 
consider the further claims of the Jews at some future period. 

« Whilst I believe,” said the right honourable Baronet, “ that the 


measure I am now proposing to the consideration of the House | 
will satisfy the majority of our Jewish fellow subjects, I by no> 
means wish to preclude them from urging further measures, if | 


they should think fit, on the consideration of Parliament.’’* 


Lord John Russell, true to the course which he has advocated 


- through life, spoke out in a manner worthy of himself and of the 
illustrious house from which he descends. 


“My honourable friend said that we ought not, merely out of respect for — 


~ the Jews on account. of acts of benevolence and charity performed by them, 


to act in a manner which is contrary both to the welfare of the nation and — 


to our duties as Christians. Well, | quite admit that ; but, with respect to 


- the privileges which are granted by this bill, and with respect. to other 
I consider that these men were born in this country, that they per- | 
form all the duties of subjects to the Queen, that they contribute to the 
wealth of the country, and are neither disaffected nor disobedient to the 


privileges too, I think the Jews have a right to claim them. — 


laws; and when, further, I hear it admitted, even by my honourable friend 


Sir R. Inglis, that they are liberal and charitable beyond most classes of 


Christians, in their contributions to relieve the needy and indigent who are 
not of their own persuasion—lI cannot but say that I think they have a 


right to claim these privileges, and that it would be unjust to withhold 


them.......-The Jews are, in fact, as they at present exist, just as much as 
the Welsh or Scotch, a part of the nation to which the laws apply. Sup- 
posing any one of them to come under the purview of any of your laws, or 
to be subject to any civil action or criminal indictment, you would not give 
_himany benefitif he said, ‘I belong to another nation—I am not an English- 


man ;’ and as in such cases the Jews would fall under the consequences or. 


penalties of the laws, you ought to give them the privileges and benefits 
_ conferred by the laws upon other subjects,..........There were great ad- 
missions made at the time when the bill to which I have referred was under 
discussion. The Bishop of London is reported to have said in the other 
house of Parliament, that ‘ he did not object to it because it would lead to 
the admission of Jews to offices of trust in the state, and tc seats in Parlia- 
ment—he objected to it because it took away from the constitution of this 
country the distinctive character of Christianity. Of a similar kind were 


- the observations made by a right honourable gentleman who favoured us_ || 


the other day with a most able speech on another subject, but whom I do 
not now see assisting my honourable friend, The right honourable gentle- 
man, the member for Newark, made this statement :—‘ If it were possible to 


draw a broad line of principle between a bill to admit Jews to municipal. 


offices, and one to permit them to hold other offices, including seats in Par- 


liament, the subject would be different from that which they bad now to || 


discuss ; but he was satisfied that such a line could not be drawn; and the 
advocates of this measure must, to be consistent, follow it up with another, 


- throwing open to Jews seats in Parliament and all other offices which might. 


be held by Christians. His reason for opposing the bill was this, that the 
profession of the Jews was of itselfin the nature of a disqualification for 
legislative office in a country where Christianity was interwoven with the 
institutions of the state.’ Sir, that objection was then made by the right 
honourable gentleman. We have recently had proof how well qualified he 
is to maintain his opinions. 1 conclude, from his absence to-day, that he 
no longer maintains that opinion which I have quoted, and I am happy in 
believing that he is of opinion that the admission of Jews to municipal 
offices will lead, as it ought to leud, to their admission to offices of trust in 
the legislature. But, Sir, be is not the only gentleman who held that 
opinion. A right honourable gentleman of great authority, as holding very 


— 


* We were present in the house during the debate, and heard these 
words uttered.— Ep, | 


high office in Her Majesty’s Councils, made the same objection 


~ yolved the admission of Jews to all privileges whatever. 


honourable gentleman, now the Chancellor of the Exchequer, jn reply} 
to my right honourable friend Mr. Macaulay, said :—* The right honoural} 
gentleman complained that this particular measure was opposed as jf it " 
But did the righ, 
honourable gentleman really mean to deny that this measure was viewed as 
a stepping-stone to ulterior objects? Did the right honourable Sentlemay 
expect that any member of the house who had witnessed antecedent pro. 
ceedings, would be so credulous as to suppose that those who urged the 
present measure aimed at nothing beyond throwing open corporate priyj. 
leges? Confining himself to the present bill, he could not admit that ; 
Jew could properly take part in the administration of a Christian Com 
munity. I am not ‘so credulous’ as to suppose that the Jew will not aim 
at obtaining greater privileges than those which are conferred by this bill 
I myself some time ago presented a petition in which many of the Jey 
belonging to the city of London and to other places, stated very frankly 1, 
the house, that whilst they were anxious that this measure should be passeq 
they did not abate one jot of their claims to higher privileges which they 
trusted the legislature would soon confer upon them. Why, Sir, | agree 
with the right honourable gentleman, the member for Newark, and the 
right honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that tte prin. 
ciple upon which you agree to this bill would lead to the admission of the 
Jews to higher privileges. I never concealed it. I did not conceal in 184) 
that if they came to the house asking for those. privileges I should be ready 
to grant them; because I think, that although there may be times whey 
religious questions may interfere with the performance of duties of this 
kind, yet in the great majority of instances I should be perfectly ready to 


trust a Jew, having a firm confidence that his own religious belief would 
lead him to perform properly all the political functions with which he migit — 


be entrusted. I believe that their religious belief would not interfere with 
the conscientious discharge of their duties. My honourable friend entertains 


an opposite doctrine, and brings a singular authority for that doctrine, | 


do not mean a singular authority for me or honourable gentlemen on thisside — 
of the house to quote, but singular as coming from my honourable friend, 


Every one knows that Dr. Arnold held an opinion which I think .a beneyo.. 


lent, but a visionary theory—that you could have one religious and politica 
community; a state with a large comprehension of religious doctriaes, 


- animated by one general religious belief and hope; but for this purpose he 


proposed that all Christians, Roman Catholics, and Dissenters of every kind, . 
should be admitted into his notion of a community religious and political, 


|| which he proposed should supersede our present imperfect institutions, [3 _ 
that the notion of my honourable friend? 1 can well conceive a person who- 
| has so large and comprehensive a scheme as that to say—‘ It will not suit 


my scheme to admit Jews into it. 1 cannot feel anything like a religious 
sympathy between Jews and Christians. Asa religious man, I must hold 
myself separate from them; and, therefore, they cannot be admitted into 
my republic.’ But my honourable friend holds no such opinion, He 1s not 
willing to extend the bounds of his political community, and, therefore, lie 


has no right to this exclusion, or to say, ‘I. forbid Christians who differ — 


from the church of England holding certain offices—I forbid them to hold 
the office of Lord Chancellor, but at the same time I will take the benefit of 
Dr. Arnold’s opinion as to the Jews.’ Either let him take the whole of Dr. 
Arnold’s theory, which I hold to be unsubstantial, or let him not quote Dr. 
Arnold as an authority for this matter of the Jews. I am sure that nowy — 


would have been more repugnant to Dr. Arnold’s opinions than to say, tht 


those Opinions should be quoted solely against the Jews, and that all that i 
liberal and comprehensive in these opinions, should not be admitted in their 
favour. Therefore, for these reasons, ] shall give my hearty assent to the 
present bill. I do not even find fault with it, that it is not so comprehensive 
as I shouid wish any bill on this subject to be, I think it is in conformity 


- with the privileges that have already been granted. I hail it as a stp to 


further measuras. I think it will tend to extend the charitable feelings ! 
which the members of this community ought to be united, and I sti 


| heartily give my vote, not only for this measure, but for that further mee 


sure which the Chancellor of the Exchequer expects, that the Jews shall b 
admitted to all the offices of the state.” | oda . 

- The length to which this article has carried us, consequent ? 
the large quotations which we have felt it right to make from the 
speech of Lord John Russell, compels us to omit some males 
in connection with the present measure, which we had intended 10 
notice, One thing, however, we desire to impress strongly up? 
every one of our readers who has the interest of the Jewish caus 
at heart. ‘That since the bill which has just passed* has bee? : 
remarkable for the opinions favourable to ‘* complete emancp® 
tion” which it has called forth, as for the comparative nothingne 
of the opposition which it has encountered, and since the ~ 
of further measures so necessary to place us on a footing 
the rest of our countrymen, depends to a great extent upoP fe 
selves, it becomes our bounden duty to remove as quickly 
possible those unhappy differences which have arisen 4° 


* The bill was read a third time on Monday last. Ayes 44. oes I. 
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ourselves, and to unite cordially with each other for the advance- 
ment of a cause which will not only remove the last link of the 
chain which still binds the Israelites of Britain, but will also be 
productive of the happiest and most beneficial results to the thou- 


-ands of our continental co-religionists whose eyes are turned 


a with confidence and hope to what is passing in this more free and 


more favoured land. {We are much gratified to learn, that our 
Chief Rabbi takes a deep interest in the Emancipation question. } 


~ 


ON THE AGE OF THE JEWISH RITUAL. 
By D. Oprpennem. 
Translated from the ‘‘ Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums.” 
(Concluded from page 194.) 
RESPECTING the prayer on the New Moon, all the additions, 
except which is mentioned in the Talmud, 
were written after the Talmud (Tur. 435), but are already quoted 
“A similar fate to that of the eighteen blessings of the Sabbath 


| = et those of the festivals, which were also reduced to seven. In 


Tract Sophrim (19, 7) a large portion of the prayers, among which . 


are and VIN With, are found with many variations. The 
remaining parts are mentioned in Ioma, 87 b, 


ywnina, Raba began with Attah Bechartanu. 


is the composition of Rab, and is highly 
by the Talmudists (Berachoth 33 rb 


and tnnyoaiyetim, Rab and Samuel, who have presented | 


us with ‘the pearls’ Vatodienu and Vatiten Lanu.” This is also 
the only occasion where 135 tnn) is mentioned. Ss 
Of later date than the period of the Talmudists is 1x0n *3Dn, 


which occurs in our Mussaf, and instead of which another form | 


_of prayer as contained in Tract Sophrim (ibid) was frequently used. 
The rest of the prayers not used on work days, mostly origin- 
ated in a later period, as the Sabbath Song 25 by Solomon 
Alkabeg, with the acrostic "5m (Shelomo Halevi). 


those establishments were flourishing in Babylon. 
to the same period may be ascribed which occurs in 
Tract Sophrim, 14,8. | 


hymn concluding the Mussaf on Sabbath and 


Hachassid, 


M38 repetition of the miwy condensed in short | 


sentences, 1s of ‘Talmudic origin (Sabbath, 21), This repetition 
“as mtroduced for the convenience of those persons who did not 
come in proper time for the service, and who would have had to re- 


turn alone from the synagogues, which were very distant from the — 


towns, had they been obliged to go through the whole of the 
nassingy. Such abridgments were much in use, and resorted to 
Reneral; and, in case of urgent affairs and other obstacles, also by 
the learned. (Berach 28) cy 522 7A 
we “RR. Gamliel is of opinion that we ought to 
“peat every day eighteen blessings; R. Jehoshuah, however, 
maintains an abridgment of the eighteen blessings to be sufficient, 
mist lt. Akiba declares, if a person is well conversant with the 
tt an he ought to repeat the eighteen blessings ; and, if not, 
ere abridgment of them.” In the absence of written 
i Met prayers, it was very difficult for the greater part of the 
ma en to retam long prayers in their memory ; abridged 
used, Samuel had this circumstance in 
composed the excellent prayer 1329377 (ibid 29) which 
BD seded 0 have obtained so much celebrity, that it almost super- 
and Abajah found it necessary vehemently 
Abajah le adoption of wan. [ROR ord 

J*1 decried those who used the prayers of Habinenu.) Inthe 


tig Be (B.a@3) several short and very expressive prayers of 
ind are mer 


itioned, 


pecially by husbandmen, workmen, and the unlearned people in 


commended 


ipP11p Oip’—the prayers on Sabbath for the welfare of the com- | 
munity, and of the Jewish academies, date from the time when | 


More considerable and extensive are the alterations made in the 
Tephiloth (especially in that of Mussaf) of the New Year's day, 
and which are called pwn n372 on account of their consisting of 
nine blessings. It is difficult to state their age, for the many 
controversies about these prayers, contained in the Talmnd, 
envelope all traces to which the eye of the investigator can pene- 
trate, in deep obscurity, The eighteen blessings for the morning 


and afternoon service were, as on all the other festivals, reduced — 
to seven, the original part of which we suppose to have been 


containing a brief insertion about 
the denomination and intent of the festival. Later, a few addi- 
tions were introduced into the first three, and last three blessings, 
as 1931 , 1boa, &c., which additions were at first rejected as in- 
novations (Sophrim 19, 8), 413) 133 
nn AR) bw on ‘aa ede, “We do not 
insert the prayer of ‘remembrances’ in the first three blessings, 
except on the two days of Rosh Hoshanah (New Year) and even 
on these days it was with difficulty admitted.” It may be reason- 


_ably supposed, that all these insertions and additions were written 
at the time of the compilation of the apocryphal Tract (Sophrim), 
which contains many important elucidations on that subject. 


To the same age we may attribute ')3) 723), which is not known 


in the Talmud, but with which the eldest of the Gaonim were — 
already acquainted, In Kolbo (1253) the three portions begin- 

122) are interpreted as relating to the 
-—the acknowledgment of the Divine Kingdom, of special provi- 
dence, of the regeneration of Israel, and the gathering of the 
dispersed by the call of the Shophar (trumpet )—in Mussaf (vide- 


Beth Joseph 582). This supposition may, perhaps, justify the 


opinion of Baal-Hamoer, that, in former times, they used to 
repeat, on the New Years day, the of Mussaf 
| the morning, and afternoon service also, which opinion is most 
|| strongly supported by the passage in Talmud (Berach. 29 4), | 
3229 To what relate the nine blessings 

which we repeat on the New Year's day?’ ) | It would carry us 


too far away from our subject if we were to quote here the critic 


and anticritic which Nachmanides in Alphasi gives at large, and 


we would rather refer the reader to the author himself. 


Very extensive also are the debates about the mentioning of the 


New Moon on the New Year's day (vide Tur.). 


pis The altered form of the third blessing nm& wip (Thou art 
holy), is already contained in the Talmud (Erubin, f. 40 0, — 


Berach, 12). 


More difficult is it, however, to decide the question about the 
age of the Mussaf in its extended form, as we have it now, M. 
Rapoport positively maintains that we are indebted to Rab for the 


final revision and completion of the same (vide Talmud Hierosol. 


Rosh Hoshanah 43, RNP But if we 
adopt tmis opinion, we can by no means do so absolutely, since’ we 
find that the Mishna already contains those blessings, and Rab may 
only have enlarged them (vide Rosh Hashanah yom M1392 We 


AD he Tosephta Berach. also 


‘records a debate. between the schools of Hillel and Shamai, upen — 
casuistical case bnw miwn wero ow OY | 
n>) (when Rosh Hashanah happens 


fall on a Sabbath, the disciples of Shamai maintain that we ought 
to repeat fen blessings, &e.), which evidently proves that even 
before Rab, each portion of Scriptural verses was accompanied by 
a short introduction and an epilogue, which are already alluded to 
in the name pwn n272 (nine blessings). But which parts of the 
prayers are the compositions of Rab himself, can hardly be stated 


with historical certainty; yet so much we may conclude that 


1»5y and similar prayers date from that period, and are, if net 


more ancient, not more modern. The same prayer of Mussat 


was also used on the day of Atonement in the year of Jubike 


|) (Say Sw o-nypon ov) and the ancient fasts (vide Tur. 979). 


That shorter prayers were also permitted, is proved by K. Cha- 


nanel, and the most simple words were sufficient: PRIN TON 
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alphabetically arranged. 


tional Tephilal). 


_penses from the evening prayer Pyany bw 
but his opinion was rejected. 
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nanel maintains in the name of Rab, that the mere reading of the 
passage commencing, “ and it is written in thy law as follows,” 
is sufficient). R.Gamliel, forced by the want of written prayers, 
which, as shown above, he was not allowed to supply, established 
the doctrine that the reader dispenses the whole congregation 
present, who attend devoutly to him, from the duty of repeating 


nan cain). In general, the functions of the reader were, 


at that time, esteemed much higher; the most celebrated rabbins, 
as It. Akibah, &c. voluntarily undertook the duties of this office, 


and very likely it was not easy to find men who could repeat the - 
prayers fluently by heart ( Ber.28,'13) COR 4). 


The prayers of the day of Atonement, have many féatures in 
common with those of the New Year's day, and all the additional 
parts, especially the alphabetical confessions and several litanies, 


_ are of a more recent date. In loma (f. 87 b) it is stated simply | 
93.7792 ov (on the day of 


Atonement we repeat seven blessings, and the confession; and 


_ conclude with the confession). More special statements are found 


in Tract Sophrim 19. (ya OVA ADR 
omim ,py denn ova oy). 


Upon the form of the confession many debates are contained in — 
the Talmud, which, however, relate to the construction of the || 
language only, and the arguments pro and con, are deduced from 
Scriptural passages (ibid. 36,6 1239 || 
92) ny our sages ask, which is the form | 
of the confession? Il. Elieser maintains, “I have transgressed, | 
trespassed, and sinned.’’ But according to all opinions. the short 
confession 280M 13738 (surely we have sinned) suffices (vide 


ibid. 87), 


Nw, arranged alphabetically, and the two non 5y belong to 
the period of the Gaonim. 


About the fourth Tephila, added to those of the day of Atone-_ 
ment, viz, rabpn, many controversies are found in the 
Talmud. According to R. Samuel, it did not form a separate 


portion of the prayers, but the passage y28 mn (found in our 


15°p3) was inserted, very likely, into the afternoon service ; his 
opponent Rab, however, takes it to be a ‘separate portion, which — 


opinion is also approved of by the Talmud. 
seems to be his (Rab’s) composition, 35 2? 
svn mnoidy (what is the Neilah? Rab maintains, it is an addi- 
He also calmly observes, that. this prayer dis- 


[We earnestly recommend to those of our readers who have perused the 


_ whole of the Essay which is now concluded, and which justly claims the 


attention of every one who takes an interest in the history of our ritual 
service, the merit of that research and erudition whence the author drew his 
inferences; and, with due deference to our ecclesiastical authorities in par- 


cular, we recommend them well to ponder over those inferences, 


which they will find widely differing from their own notion about the age of 
the whole of the ritual, as expressed in the unhappy ‘ declaration” against 
the Prayer Book adopted by the ‘‘ British Jews.” We trust that on an at- 
tentive perusal of the learned Essay above, they will, if not recalling the 
rash “ declaration,” at least be thankful for the translation of a modest en- 


quiry, whieh throws so clear a light on so important a question as that of the 
age and history of our prayers,— Ep, | i 


THE CHIEF RABBIS VISIT TO THE HAMBRO’ 
SYNAGOGUE, FENCHURCH STREET. 


Tits congregation being the next in seniority to that of the Great 


Synagogue, Duke's Place, the Rev. Dr. attended divine service 
‘at the Hambro’ Synagogue, on Friday evening, and Sabbath morn- 


Maimonides has only one 


For this reasor it 


ing last. On his entering the vestry, he was received by a q 
tation of the wardens and members of the Committee, inclyg; 
H. Hyams, A. Solomon, M. Moses, M. Van Praagh, S. Cohen, j 
Sammell; B. Salomons, J. Levy, J. Engel, J. Philips, and M. Dayjg 
Esquires, who presented the following addresss— 
To the Rev. Dr. Natuan Marcus ApDiER, Chief Rabbi of the Uniteq 
Congregations of Great Brittain, 
Most REVEREND Sir,—We, the Wardens, Treasurer, Committee, ang 
Members of the Hambro’ Synagogue. hail with delight your presence j, 


| this sacred edifice, as an event which we trust, under Divine Protection, 


willtend to the spiritual welfaie of our congregation; and we fervently 
hope that our children may, under your instructive guidance, appreciate the 
blessing of so worthy a pastor, and unite in brotherly love to preserve jp 
its purity the sacred religion of our forefathers. ee, 

May the God of Israel vouchsafe to sustain you with long life in the 
bosum of your family, and enable you to discharge the functious of you, 


| holy office, with honour to yourself, and for the permanent welfare of the 


13th day of Tamuz, 5605. (Signed) Hyam Hyams, President, 
GENTLEMEN,—The cordial and enthusiastic welcome which I now 
at your hands to this your ancient and venerable synagogue, I accept wit) 
gratitude and delight. It is my most anxious and devout wish to deserve 
such great kindness. I assure you that all my efforts shall be so directed 
that, with God’s assistance, the education of your children may flourish, 
rrow, and increase; that the religion of our forefathers may be graited jn 
their minds, hearts, and spirits. But in this good work ] rely also on your 
support, confidence, and power. In my own: name, and in that of my 
family, £ thank you heartily for your kind wishes, sentiments, and feelings, 


In the morning, just before the prayer of mussaph, the Chief 
- Rabbi delivered another inaugural sermon in the Hambro’ Syna- 


|| gogue, which was numerously attended both by its members 


and by strangers who had the honour of being presented with — 


#eketsof admission, - The Rev. Dr. haying ascended tné holy 
‘To these short confessions, appropriate prayers, which have |) 


been partly preserved in the liturgy, were added by several rab- 
bins, as 93) poy ane by Rab, ty by R. Hamnuna. || 
Of the prayers composed by R. Samuel and R. Johanan, the names 
only are preserved (7129 a5 DR 
, RK. Asher, however, had, instead of the former, the | 
form 29 pan ane before him. 


ark addressed himself first to God in a Hebrew prayer, ant 


|| then to the congregation in the German language. After some — 
| prefatory observations on the venerableness of the congregation, 
| the Rev. Dr. expressed his regret that he could not address them 


in their native tongue; but he hoped that his words wotild be re- 
ceived in love, and would find their way into the hearts of his 
hearers. He then explained the nature of religion, showing that. 
it should not be considered as consisting in the mere practice 0! 
morality on the one hand, nor in the cold observance of the cere- 

-monial laws on the other; but that the two combined constituted 

‘true religion. From these remarks, he proceeded to quote an alle- 
gory (wo) from the Talmud (Tract-Macoth, § 3) where Rabbi 
Simlai gives the following exposition: ‘613 laws were given to 
Moses on Mount Sinai ; 365 prohibitory commandments in .cortt- 


| spondence to the veins in the human body, and 248 commandmet' 


enforcing action in correspondence to our limbs; after Moses came» 
‘David, and reduced the 613 laws to 11; then came Isaiah, aud re- 
duced them to 6; then came Micah, and reduced them to 3. As 
it is said, ‘He (the Lord) has told thee what is good; and what 


| does the Lord demand of thee, but to practise justice, ' love 


mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God’” (Micah, vi. 8). [his 
verse the Rev. Dr. took for his text, as it answered the double 
purpose of pointing out the duties of the Chief Rabbi towards his 
fiock, and of the congregation towards God. 

eloquently showe 


1. To practise justice. The Rev. Dr. very i 
that justice was not a passive virtue; that we could not S 
the attribute “just” if we merely abstain from doing 
or if we do not oppress and tyrannise ; but that that epithet cage | 
only be earned by active exertion, by our earnest endeavour ? 
practise justice and to see it practised. Such, said the * 
Rabbi, was his duty; and whenever he should be called upon, . 
the discharge of the duties of his high functions, to adjuaicen 
matters of right and wrong, he promised to exercise the s'ti® ‘ 
impartiality ; and, like Moses of old, regardless of ‘geass 
would take ‘‘even the heads of the people,” should they be gui. 


of injustice, “and expose them tothe sun:” like that luminary; 
would never deviate from his straight course, blanching here 
blackening there, causing virtue to thrive and vice to wither. e 
the same time, the Rev. preacher said, he relied on the supp?” 
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the congregation ; he hoped they would assist him to carry out 


“his pious intentions, and he principally exhorted them to be just 


‘their own offspring, and instead of parents, as is frequently the 
laming their children for their faults, they should 
shat their children are the faithful mirror in which they can behold 


all their own foibles reflected. If parents, therefore, wished to be. 
just to their offspring, 


they should commence by reforming their 
own conduct, So as to make it worthy of the imitation of youth, on 


hom example has an all-powerful influence. 


9. To love merey. Mercy or love, said the Rev. Dr., was the 
siden thread which runs through the whole of the sacred Scrip- 
tures ; the Holy Law commenced with an act of love (clothing the 
naked), and concluded with an act of love (burying the dead); love 
was enjoined on us towards God, love towards our neighbour, love 


“towards the stranger, and love towards our servants. But works 
of love should also be performed with discretion ; there should he — 


system in the exercise of our charity. And here the Chief Rabbi 


found occasion to define his duties in that respect. He spoke of the 
hich fame for charity which the Jews of this realm had attained 
all over the continent; he fully knew how to appreciate this 
virtue, but he would have to direct it into proper channels; he | 
~ would make it his duty to see that their various charitable estab- {| 
lishments be amalgamated, and that institutions be raised which 
should prove as useful as they should be permanent, which should 


redound to the honour of those who formed them and to the credit 


To walk humbly with thy God.” 


of the aforesaid virtues ; the deed and the motive, the outward 


tise all those virtues to which the ceremonial laws we observe 
there, are to lead ; everywhere religion and morality should go 


; hand in hand together, and the pious action we exhibit to the || 
world without, should be the emanation of the pure intention | 
within, As to the bearing on the Chief Rabbi’s duty, he said | 

that his humility. should consist in not proceeding with violence 


and precipitancy in matters of reform; that he would maturely 


what he should find to be real abuse (Unfug) ; that, in short, 
humbly imitating the Almighty, who was not in the wind, nor in 
the earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the “ still small voice,” he 


too would not attempt to sweep everything before him, but endeavour | 


‘0 gain the hearts of his flock by suavity and gentle persuasion. — 
In conclusion, the reverend preacher addressed himself to the 


fathers, the mothers, the sons, and the daughters of Israel sever-_ 


ally, and exhorted them to the performance of their duties in their 


‘arlous relations, in a manner which could not have failed to make 
‘Sttong_and lasting impression, an opinion which we are the more 
justified in entertaining, when we consider the devout attention 
with which the reverend preacher was listened to throughout, at 
“He conclusion no less than at the commencement of his eloquent 
'*! perfectly intelligible discourse, not remarkable for any learning 


‘splayed, but for the ma y useful home-truths in which it 
abounded | | | 


THE FOLLOWING ADDRESSES WERE PRESENTED 
TO THE CHIEF RABBI. 


‘OM THE COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES OF THE BRITISH JEWS. 


To the Rev, Dr, NATHAN Marcus Apter, Chief Rabbi of the United Congre- 
gations of Jews of the British Empire. | 


ReverENnp Sin,—Permit us, the London Committee of Deputies of the 


| In elucidating this | 
third and last portion of the text, the Rev. Dr. insisted on the 
necessity of joining purity and sincerity of motives to the exercise 


and the inward man, should closely resemble each other. Balaam || 
was here adduced as an instance of flagrant hypocrisy; he pre- 
tended to hesitate in accepting the invitation of Balak, while in | 
truth, he not only accompanied the princes on the same journey, | 
but with the same impious intention which Balak had. But the 
mask was ultimately torn from his face, and the wickedness of his 
heart was laid bare. Not so should we do; but we should be 
perfect with the Lord our God ; in the privacy of our own dwel-— 
ling, as well as abroad, in the busy world; here we should prac- 


consider before he would act; that he would not reform whatever | 
it the imagination of some stood in need of being reformed, but 


| British Jews, representing nearly the whole of the Jewish community in this 


country, to welcome you on your safe arrival amongst us, | 
Your talents, piety, experience, and high position, warrant us in antict- 

pating the happiest results from your ministry; and we feel that it is our 

duty (the performance of which affords us the sincerest gratification ) to 


avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity to offer you our fervent wishes 


for your Lady and family. 


Chief Rabbi's Reply :— 
_Gaxttemen,—I feel highly honoured by the very gratifying manner in 


_ which you have been pleased to express your very kind sentiments and 


wishes on my arrival in this country, and on my entrance upon the duties 


of my sacred office. | | 


The more extensive, influential, and important is the body which you 
represent, and the greater your own merits, not only towards our brethren 
in this country, but throughout the world, the more highly I must esteem 
and value these distinguished marks of your kindness towards myself. 

I already feel the full weight of the high and important office which has 
been confided to me; but I hope that, through the assistance of God, my _ 
earnest efforts will be attended with those beneficial consequences which we 
all have so devoutly at heart. | | | 

That your great endeavours on behalf of all our congregations may be 
continued by the Divine blessing is, and will be, my constant prayer. | 


PROM THE BRISTOL CONGREGATION, 


_ “For the priest’s lips shall keep knowledge, and the law shall be sought 


his mouth,’’—Mal, ii. 7. 
To the Rev. Dr. NatHan Marcus Apter, Chief Rabbi of the United 
‘Congregations of the Jews of the British Empire, | 
Most REVEREND AND DEAR Sik,— We, the Congregation of Bristol, in| 
convocation assembled, having deputed our worthy President, Abraham 


| Alexander, Esq., to represent us upon the interesting ceremony of your. 
|| Installation, strongly feel that we should not allow such an opportunity to | 


pass by, without conveying to you our warmest congratulations upon the 
auspicious event, and expressing to you our sincere and heartfelt wishes 


| that you may enjoy the blessings of health and long life. And we fervently 


hope, that the Great Dispenser of all earthly good may so guide you, as to 
fulfil prosperously and satisfactorily, both to yourself and to those of the — 
House of Israel, the manifold and arduous duties of that high and imporfant — 

station to which you have been so pre-eminently elected. | i 


We beg most affectionately. to subscribe ourselves, with ardent wishes for 
your prosperity and that of your family, reverend and dear Sir, your most. 


devoted and attached brethren, the Congregation of Bristol, by their 


President, 


ABRAHAM ALEXANDER. 


The Chief Rabbi's Reply was an echo of the sentiments contained in the address. 


HISTORY OF IDOLATRY PREVIOUS TO THE 
MOSAIC. DISPENSATION, 
BY MAIMONIDES (1170, a.c.). 


| (Translated from the Hebrew. ) | 
In the age of Enosh, mankind fell into great error; even the 


sages of that generation lost the clearness of their perception, 
and Enosh himself was among those who transgressed. Their 
delusion consisted in supposing, that since God has created con- 
stellations and spheres to conduct the universe, and placed theme 
on high, giving them the dignity of serving as his ministers ; 
praise, celebration, and honours, were due to them; and that it 


could not but be the will of the Creator, that the objects which 


He had elevated and exalted, should be elevated and exalted uni- 
versally, even as a king would desire his ministers to be honoured, 


seeing his own honour involved in the respect paid to them. 


Misled by this notion, they began to erect temples to the heavenly 


bodies ; to appoint sacrifices and hymns for them, and to prostrate 


themselves before them, thus vainly endeavouring to perform the 
supposed will of their Creator. This was the origin of idolatry, — 
as its followers themselves assert; not that they were of opinion 
that there was no other divine being than the heavenly bodies. 
Thus it is written in Jeremiah, “ Who would not fear Thee, O 


wrote in the He- 


* In Mishna Torah, the only work which Maimonides Wr n the | 
brew language, the most elegant specimen of the Rabbinic-philosophical 
derives & 


style has been preserved to us, and it peculiar charm from the 


Arabisms we occasionally meet with. 
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king of nations? For to Thee does it appertain, forasmuch as 


among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their king- 
doms, there is none like unto Thee. But they are altogether 
brutish and foolish; the stock is a doctrine of vanities:’’ that is 
to say, all know that Thou art one; but their error and folly 


‘consist in the belief, that such vanity is according to ‘Thy will.* 


A long time afterwards, false prophets arose among men, de- 
claring that they had been thus ordered by the Lord himself :— 
“ Worship ye that constellation (or every constellation), offer 
sacrifices to it, erect temples for it, and fabricate its image, in 


order that all the people, even women and children, may prostrate — 


themselves before it.” Then the false prophet exhibited to them 
an image of his own invention, pretending that it had been com- 
municated to him by inspiration, as the image of this or that con- 
stellation. In this manner they began to place images in temples, 


under trees, on the tops of mountains and hills, and to assemble 


there to worship such idols. The people were told that such an 
image possessed the power of effecting good and evil; and, there- 


fore, ought to be worshipped and revered. The priests taught, - 


that by a frequent, repetition of worship, salvation was to be ob- 
tained, and that certain things were to. be performed, and other 
things were to be avoided. Many impostors went still farther, 


declaring that a star or a sphere or an angel himself, had spoken 
unto them, instructing them how to worship, what to do, and what 


to avoid, Thus idolatry spread everywhere, differing in the forms 


only of its worship, sacrifices, and prostrations, until at last the 
name of the true God vanished from the heart of all mankind, 


and was entirely obliterated. The populace, especially women 


and children, knew only the wooden or stone image, and the 


temple, having been accustomed from their infancy to prostrate 


- themselves before such an idol, to worship it, and to swear by its 


name, whilst the priests and sages who lived among them, 
imagined that the constellations and spheres, represented by those 


images, were the true Deity. But He, the Lord of the universe, — 
was known to none save a few select individuals of those ages, as 
“noch, Methuselah, Noah, Shem, and Eber. And thus ages 


rolled along until he was born, who was destined to become the 
pillar of the universe—our patriarch Abraham. 
Searcely was he'weaned from his mother’s breast, when he 


began to exercise his mind, and to meditate day and night. Se 


wondered how the spheres could possibly continue to revolve 
without a leader or a motive, for it seemed impossible that they 
should be the moving principle of their own motions. Yet there 
were none who could instruct him, for he was cast among insen- 
sate idolators in Ur of the Chaldees ; his parents were idolators 
and so were all the people, and himself likewise. But his inquir- 
ing mind penetrated in every direction, till he discovered the way 
of truth, and from his own understanding, acquired a knowledge 


- of what was right. He discerned the existence of the one God, 


Leader of the spheres, and Creator of the universe, and the non- 


existence of any other divine being beside him, 


He perceived the delusion which clouded the minds of mankind, 
as well as the cause which produced it, viz. that they had strayed 


trom the path of truth through the worshipping of heavenly bodies 
and images. At the age of forty Abraham knew his Creator: 


and no sooner had he acquired this knowledge, than he began to 
combat and refute the religious doctrines of the inhabitants of Ur 


of the Chaldees,4 andto-tell them-that they were far from the way 


of truth. He broke the images, and proclaimed to the people the 


worship of the one God, to whom alone were due adoration aud — 


sacrifices.~ In order that He might be recognised also by future 
generations, he further proclaimed the necessity of breaking and 
destroying all images, lest the people should be taken back into 
the delusive belief of those who acknowledged no other god than 


|* With reference to this, compare Job xxi. 27.—En. 

oa hte specting the religious controversy of Abraham with the sect maxy 
(Zeatah), aguinst the superstitious doctrines contained in their writings 
Vide 4) AWN. 


+ Regarding the nature of sacrifices, vide Moreh Nebuchim, iii, 32. 


images. Abraham having, then, convinced the people by his rq. 
soning, the king sought to take his life; but he was miraculoyy 
saved, and emigrated to Charan. ; y 

He now began publicly and loudly to proclaim everywher 
the existence of one Lord of the universe, and the consequent 


universal obligation to worship Him. In his wanderings from 


city to city, from empire to empire, he preached to the assembled 
people, till, thus sacredly employed, he reached the land o 


Canaan, as is stated in Holy Writ and “ called there upon the 
name of God, the Lord of the universe.”* And as the people 


gathered around him and questioned him upon his words, he jp. 
formed all enquirers, in words suited to each one’s understanding, 
how they might be conducted to the way of truth. Thus may 
thousands followed him, and they are called in Scripture « people 
of the house of Abraham.” Oe 
He implanted that important principle in their hearts, laid jt 
down in written documents, and communicated it.to his son Isaac, 


| who also taught and disseminated it, and handed it down to Jacob, 
whom he appointed to be a teacher, to confirm this hallowed — 


religion in the hearts of all its adherents. Jacob instructed all his 
children, but distinguished Levi as the head of those who were to 
teach the divine precepts, and to keep the charge intrusted to 
Abraham. He recommended to his sons, that at all times an ap- 
pointed minister from the tribe of Levi should watch over the lay, 


lest it should be forgotten. ‘Thus these doctrines continued to — 


prevail, and were established among the sons of Jacob and their 


adherents; and thus arose in the world a nation knowing the — 
| Creator, until at last, after the Israelites had lived a long time — 
among the Egyptians, with their customs they adopted also their — 


idolatry. - The tribe of Levi, however, formed an exception, ad- 


hering to the precepts of their ancestors, never degenerating into 
idolatry. Thus the seed of faith sown by Abraham would have — 


been almost uprooted, and the sons of Jacob would have fallen 
back upon the erroneous notions of religion entertained by the 


other nations, had not the Lord, in his loving kindness towards” 


us, and in remembrance of His oath to our ancestor Abraham, 
raised up Moses as the first of all prophets, and appointed hin 


His messenger. Moses having been elevated to the dignity ot 
prophet, and Israel being chosen by the Lord for his inheritance, - 


the Lord blessed their laws, and taught them the manner of wor- 


shipping Him, and how to act with respect to idolatry and its f0i- 


lowers. 


‘ 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Bapen. Meeting of Rabbies—The Jewish inhabitants of the 
districts Breisach and Emmerdingen, who in a petition presented 
to the Chamber of Deputies last year, had already expressed the 
want of a judicious reform in Judaism, having consulted all the 


Jewish wardens of the district, forwarded a requisition to the | 


Rabbi Reiss of Breisach, on the 18th May, requesting him to join 


the meeting of Rabbies to be held at Frankfort. He has, by letter, 


expressed his readiness to comply with their request ; and pel 
tioned the Attorney-General of the Grand-Duchy for leave o 
absence.—Frankfort Journal. 
Municu, June 8. Removal of Jewish Disabilities.—We heat 
with certainty, that our government has in contemplation ‘- 
of laws tending to improve the civil condition of the Jews; whic 
plan will be submitted to the approval of the approaching Diet. 
It is also said, that the Imperial decree, dated March 17, 1808, 
containing many restrictions for the Jews in the Rhine provine™ 
will be abolished; the government having, with great rags 
perceived that the moral progress of the Jews renders them & 
serving of relief from their oppressions. 


* Our father Abrabam, of blessed memory, first manifested this tt 
ledge, at which he arrived by incessant meditation ; and, therefore, he st 
it by the name El Olam (Moreh Nebuchim, ii. 13). The words dons 
Olam comprise two fundamental truths, viz., the existence of God, 4 
acknowledging of him as the Creator of the universe. 
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zanpecG, June 6. Contemplated Meeting of the Rabbies of || 


Baden-—You have read in the newspapers about a meeting in- 
vended by the Baden rabbies, and you are naturally anxious to 
tnow the particulars, which I give you here briefly. In con- 
sequence of a clause in the statutes for the assembling of rabbies, 


Thad endeavoured to effect a meeting of the Baden rabbies, and 


therefore set myself in correspondence with several of our religious 
authorities. After some time, the Rabbi Furst, of Heidelberg, 
ook the charge from me, and made endeavours to the same effect, 
and I received a letter concerning such a meeting. But since 


‘then a month has elapsed, and | have not heard any more of it. 


| have been informed that our project met with opposition, and 
chat several rabbies, induced by letters from various zealots, had 
refused to attend. 
SOLOMON Los’ RaApoport’s OPINION ON THE 
AsseMBLY OF AT FRANK¥FORT.— We have been 


Jong anxious to ascertain the sentiments of the learned and 


pious Rapoport respecting the reform movements in Germany, 
and are, therefore, much indebted to Zhe Faithful Watchman 
of Zion (No. I) for the following sentence, quoted in a letter 


Gf Dr. Auerbach, Chief Rabbi of Darmstadt (one of the late | 


candidates for ihe office of Chief Rabbi of England), addressed 


to M. Rapoport, remonstrating against his reserve in joining the 
protest of the one hundred and sixteen rabbies against the Bruns. 
wick congress of last year :— 


“As soon as they (the assembled rabbies) shall have published 


their protocols, we dare not continue to sit with folded hands. 
According to my views, it is obligatory to issue a full and compre- 
hensive protestation in Hebrew and other languages to the con- 


gregations of Israel, and the various states, even in Russia, Italy, 
England, and America, to the effect that these would-be rabbies | 


are but jackals, who meditate the destruction of the vineyard of 


in whose heart resides the fear of the Lord.” 


West Iypres.—Our Jewish intelligence from the West India | 


Islands is by no means so favourable as we could wish, nor as re- 


cent events led us to expect. At St. Thomas, the unhappy divisions | 
Which existed prior to the advent of the Rev. Mr. Nathan, are not 


healed. The congregation is still split into parties, and though the re- 


‘rend minister has used every endeavour, in the pulpit as well asin 


Private, to allay animosities, and to bring the congregants to act 


1 gees in harmony and brotherhood, his laudable efforts, up to— 
5 ‘present time, have not met with the success which they de- 
’ The law-suit still proceeds ; and the Rev. Mr, Nathan 


eg =) discharge his duties upon sufferance, it being impossible 
fh mm governor of the island to confirm his appointment, until 


is etermination of the king of Denmark, to whom the several 
ers in dispute have been submitted, be known at St. Thomas. 


a such favourable auspices by the Rev. Mr. Carillon, the 
near confusion now prevails, Mr. Carillon has suddenly re- 
“Rhed his appointment (from what causes we are not perfectly 


infor 

ise med), and the synagogue remains at present, as far as we 
~ Without a minister. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


J 
by hn EMANCIPATION,—A pamphlet has been lately published 


"Nutt, to which it would be unfair to deny the merits of 


\t Spanish Town, where a synagogue had been established 


the Lord of Hosts, and to lay it waste, but strive not to guard and — 
fence it. These protestations ought to be signed by every rabbi 


smoothness of diction and elegance of style, but 
professes it to be. All the arguments which it adduces are con- 
fined to the first two pages of the work ; and even these are treated 
in so frivolous a manner, as to induce us to believe that the author 
has chosen a title for his. pamphlet for no other purpose than as a 


peg upon which he may conveniently hang a string of statements 
| calculated to produce an unfavourable impression abroad of the 
| internal condition of the Jews. 


Whether the statements of the 
author be as correct as they are forcibly and eloquently put forth, 
we will not on the present occasion offer any opinion. That we 
are no friends to persecution on grounds of conscience, and that 


we have raised our voice against the impolicy as well as the injus-— 


tice of the Cherem, at a time when it was the fashion either to 


approve of it or to preserve a remarkable silence, is well known to 
our readers. 


the pamphlet in question for making known his sentiments, as we 


blame him for the unreasonable time and the inappropriate form 


in which he has put them forth. The writer must have been. 


fully aware when he committed the work to the press, that it 


would, from its title, necessarily make its way amongst our 
Christian brethren, well disposed to our political claims; and 
knowing this, he must have been fully aware that the tendency of 
the pamphlet would naturally be to prejudice the measure which 
was then passing through Parliament. Surely the writer might. 
have taken some less objectionable course of telling his tale to 


It grieves us, though it by no means excites our surprise, that 

|| the Editor of The Voice of Jacob has thought fit, in his usual 
|| narrowness of mind and want of common charity, to attribute the 
|| pamphlet in question to a member of the Burton Street Synagogue. | 
|| Now, although we are not authorised to make the statement—as — 
we are in total ignorance of the author of the pamphlet—yet we 


venture to assert, from what we know of the character of the 


‘|| members of the West London Synagogue, and especially of their 
|| earnest desire to obtain their civil rights, that the work did not 
|| proceed from any of their body. However strongly they might. 
| feel the injustice which they consider has been inflicted upon them — 


by the Cherem, we feel assured that no one of their community 
would deliberately dip his pen in gall for the purpose of inflicting 
a serious wound upon the civil rights of the whole of his Jewish 


We cannot take leave of the Voice in this matter, without | 


attempting to supply an answer to each of the four questions which 


| his inordinate egotism has led him to put to the Jewish public. — 


1. “ Whose vocation have we unlawfully assumed?” Keply : 
That of a person properly qualified to fulfil those duties which you 


have vainly persuaded yourself that you are competent to discharge. 


2. ‘Whom have we injured ?”” Reply: Noone. Not, how- 


ever, from want of will, but from want of power. But you have 


endeavoured to injure every one who dissents from your peculiar — 


notions, 
8. “Of whom have we accepted a bribe?” Reply: It would 


hardly be courteous to say; especially as we have not before usa _ 


list of all your supporters. 


| 4, * What duties have we neglected to perform ?” Reply: All 
the duties of an enlightened, upright, and impartial journalist. 


- On Sunday last, July 20, Dr. Adler visited the Jews’ Hopital, 
examined the girls and boys, with the whole of whom, as well as 
with the arrangements, he expressed himself highly satisfied. The 


Chief Rabbi was accompanied by the Baron Anthony De Rothschild, 


President; J.H. Helbert, Esq., and Frederick Hart, Esq., Vice- 
Presidents; Aaron Joseph, Esq., and Samuel Cohen, Esq., Trea- 
surers; most of the Past Presidents; and the General and | House 
Committees. He signified his intention of frequently visiting the 
institution, as well as all those connected with education. 
Mancuester, 20th July.—Mr. Jacob Kantrowitz has been 
unanimously elected as reader (j1m) to our congregation. | 
BinMINGHAM.—It is with the liveliest gratification that I in- 
form you of the honour conferred on a young man of our town at 


is not what its title 


We do not, therefore, so much blame the writer of 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


450 youths, Master A. H. Louis obtained the grand prize for the 
best English Essay, and also for French. When I say “ youths,” 
I ought to add, that some are upwards of twenty, since from that 
school they go direct to Oxford and Cambridge. Master Louis 
studies Hebrew under the guidance of our highly esteemed 


the recent examination of “‘ King Edward School” here. Out of 


Minister, the Rev. Dr. Raphall.—(/rom a Correspondent.) 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 
“A Stranger in London,” and ‘‘A Member of the Sephardim Synagogue,” 
are referred to our former notice, that all communications must be privately 
authenticated. | 
It appertains to the business of a Journal to insert every advertisement, 
‘so long as it does not reflect on private character. We, therefore, consider 
the advertisement headed “Shemaiah, the Prophet,’ to come tfder this 
head. The advertiser glorying in this title is not a member of the Jewish 
community. | 
Received, “ Myer’s Questions on the Bible ;”’ “ American Jewish Chro- 
nicle’’ (conversion paper). 


Just Published, 


? 


ie of the Jewish Faith. 
Dr. Pu., of the Hebrew National School, and Preacher of the Synagogue, 
Birmingham. Printed and published by William Alexander, Yarmouth ; 
and sold by John Chapman, 121, Newgate-street, London; and all Book- 
sellers in the United Kingdom. Price Threepence. A dozen copies, Half- 


a-crown. Any person giving an order (by a post-paid letter from any part 


_of the British Dominions), and enclosing five Post-Office Stamps, will, by the 


returning post, receive a copy of the Sermon, enclosed in an envelope, 


without further expense. 


‘TAKEN FROM LIFE. 


. $ HIS day is published, Price 6d., on India Paper, Is., the PORTRAIT | 
of the Rev. N. M. ADLER, Chief Rabbi of the United Congrega- | 
_ tions of the Jews of the British Empire. This likeness will be acknowledged 


~ to be the most correct ever taken. — 


May be had of I. Vallentine, Printer and Publisher, Jewish Chronicle Office, 
132, Houndsditch; I. Hartwig, Printer, 3, St. Mary Axe; Mr. Godfrey Levi. 
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool; Mr. Silverstein, New Inkleys, Birmingham ; and 


of the principal Booksellers. 


A) GENTLEMAN who has filled the situation of yim and xp for several 
fX years with the greatest success, and whose age does not exceed Forty, is 
now desirous of obtaining a situation in the same capacity. Testimonials 
from several Congregations will be produced, if required. , 


Apply by letter post-paid, to M.S. Cohen, 24, Tenter-street, Spitalfields, 7 


orto Mr, H. Barnett, Hebrew bookseller, Duke’s-place, Aldgate. 


JEWS’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION, 


SUSSEX HALL. | 


“XTotice is hereby given, that the Half Yearly General Meeting of the 


Members and Subscribers of this institution, will be held in the Theatre 
of Sussex Hall, on Wednesday Evening, the 30th July next. | 
The Chair will be taken at Seven for Eight o’Clock, precisely. 
Order of the Committee, 
July 9th, 1845. Morais S. Oppenneim, Honorary Secretary. 


MYERS’S QUESTIONS ON THE BIBLE, 
Just Published, in 2 vols., cloth. 


( UESTIONS and ANSWERS on the BIBLE, designed principally” 
of for the use of Schools and Young Persons. By M. H. & I. H. 


Myers, 
The above Work 
explanations respecting the Geography, History, Antiquities, Ac. of the 
Bible, [talso contains improved and more accurate translations of many 
passages in the Sacred Writings. | 
To be had of the Authors, 15, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe; and Temple 
London ; Longman, Brown, Green & Longmans. 


TO TRAVELLERS AND OTHERS OF THE JEWISH PERSUASION 
VISITING THE WESTERN PART. OF THE METROPOLIs. 

{ \OMSIDERABLE inconvenience has been hitherto experienced by Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion, visiting the western part of 

the metropolis, in consequence of being unable to procure suitable accom- 

modation in Board and Lodging, in strict accordance with their religious 


principles. To obviate this inconvenience, the Misses Alexander of No. 3 
Hiemming’s Row, have taken commodious premises, situate at No, 10 and 
11, the corner of Bedford-street and Chandos-stree 
where every accommodation can be 


Application by post, for Board o 
atiention. 


had, uniting ccmfort with economy. 
r Lodging, will meet with immediate 


\ SERMON, entitled THE UNITY OF GOD, the distinguishing feature — 
By the Rev. Morris isAAC RAPHALL, M.A,, 


|| Prophet,” in the ‘‘ Morning Chronicle” of the 23rd July, 1845. _ 


will be found to contain many useful and interesting . 


to Sixty in January next. 


t, looking into the Strand, © 


Yet Forty YEARS, AND LonDON SHALL BE OVERTHROWy 

LAMENTATIONS | 
OF 


SHEMAIAH, THE PROPHET OF LONDOo, 
In the year of his Ministry, 1845. — 


1 Alas! forty summers are ended, and the City of our praise is not saved 
2 A voice of wailing from London: bow are we spoiled, our dwellings have 
3 Many Pastors have destroyed our vineyard: the days of their dispersions 
are accomplished. 
4 


For these things I weep: the Prophet’s word published, hath come to 
pass; the Lord did truly send him, | 
§ Where are they which said, the King of Russia shall not come againg 
6 The daughter of England is confounded: she is delivered up to the peo- 
ple of the north. | 


| 7 Wherefore hath the Lord done this unto this great City? because as a 


fountain, so she did cast out her wickedness. ai ; 
8 The Queen of the Islands did not humble herself: her principalities have 
come down, the crown of her glory. 


9 Her palaces are consumed; her nobles are gone over the sea, the Priests 


andthe Princes together! 
10 The judgment of London reached unto Heaven; her smoke of burning 
was lifted up to the skies. 


|| 11 Abundant in treasures, thine end is come, the measure of thy covetous- 


ness, 


| 12. The City of our joy is a desolation; her churches have fallen; her bridges 


_ are broken in pieces. 


13. O London! thou hast been most proud against the Holy One of Israel: 
14 Therefore thy men-of-war were cut off ; the harvest of thy river dried. 
up; shame hath covered thee ! | 


15. The sons of Jacob have escaped the sword: they declare An Zion the 


vengeance of the Lord. 


| 16 For the violence done to his heritage; their blood, shed in the midst of 


London. 


The Hebrews of London may see the ‘‘ Lamentations of Shemaiah, the 


TO THE WARDENS AND MEMBERS OF THE HAMBRO’ 
| ne SYNAGOGUE. | | 
Ee kindreception I have met with at your hands has im- 
pressed me with feelings of gratitude for the past and hopes for the 


- future, which I am truly anxious publicly to express previous to my depar- 


ture from this hospitable island. As the short absence from my congrega- 


| tion, for which I obtained leave, will not permit'me to thank you individually 


and personally, as I wished to do, I beg you to accept these few lines as an — 
indication of the grateful sentiments for that urbanity and kindness, which 
will never be obliterated from my heart, and which embolden me to hope 
for your support in the ensuing election, and for the pleasing prospect, that 
I may soon have occasion to return to your well-conducted and justly Fe 
spected congregation. I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, L. M. Van RE In (Reader at Groningen). 
mM3—JEWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, 
For the support of the Aged, and for the Education and Employment 


Youth of both Sexes. | 


HE Governors and Subscribers to the above Institution are respectful! 
informed, that a SPECIAL GENERAL COURT will be holden" 


the House, Mile End, on Sunday the 27th inst., for the Election of FIVE 
BOYS and ONE as Inmates. 


Ballot to commence at Twelve o'Clock, and close at One o’Clock precise 
The General Committee take this opportunity of acquainting the pl 
nors and Subscribers, that it is their intention to increase the number of bo} 


42, Great Prescott Street. 


( By order) S. SOLOMON, 


\ ANTED by a Hebrew Congregation in Australia, a Young Man 


officiate as pn , omy and Sy3, and mast be capable of deliveribs 


Religious Lectures occasionally, Apply at the Office of the « Jewis! 
Chronicle.” | 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, ren ! 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street. Finsburv-cireus, and published J 
Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had of I. Valentine, at the Jewish Chre rf 
Office, 132, Houndsditch, in the city of London; also of Godfrey Levi, 17, Brownlow | 
Liverpool ; Whitmore, Bookseller, and Ellenby and Son, Market Street, wijlia® 
P. Silverstein, 32, New Inkleys, Birmingham; William Stevenson, Cambridge; 
Grant, 5, Castle Square, Brighton; William Alexander, Yarmouth ; and are 


19, North Richmond Street, Edinburgh ; and all Booksellers in the United Kingcom. 
Friday, July 25, 1845, + 
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